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SUBJECT: RECOGNITION OF ANGOLA: INDIAN POSITION 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH SENT 
CGOVERN, JAN. 9, PONMIN CHAV AN 

OBSERVED THAT THE SOVIETS AND CUBANS, UNLIKE OTHER COUNTRIES, 

HAD BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN ANGOLA DURING 
ITS EARLY STAGES. HE THOUGHT SOUTH APRICAN INTERVENTION WAS 
"SINISTER", SAYING THAT IT REPRESENTED THE OLD STYLE OP COLONIAL- 
ISM. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION FROM THE SENATOR AS TO WHETHER IT 
WOULD NOT BE BETTER TO LEAVE THE ANGOLANS ALONE TO HANDLE 
THEIR PROBLEMS AND GOVT, CHAVAN AGREED. HE SAID THAT "WE 
HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTING FROM THE TIME OP THE LIMA CONPERENCE 
IN 1975 TO GET THEM TO COOPERATE" AND HAD CALLED ON THE OAU 
TO MOVE UNITEDLY ON THIS PROBLEM BUT SOME OF THE OAU STATES 
"FOR THEIR OWN REASONS" WOULD NOT. INDIA HAD NOT YET RECOGNIZED 
ANY OF THE CONTESTING PARTIES BUT WAS WAITING FOR THE 
OAU MEETING THIS WEEKEND TO SEE IF THERE WAS A CONSENSUS. 

INDIA WOULD LIKE TO POLLOW WHAT OAU "UNANIMOUSLY" DECIDED 
TO DO. IF THE OAU DIDN'T DECIDE, "IT WILL BE VERY DIPPI- 
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OWN FORCES WAS SOMETHING ASIAN COUNTRIES LIKE INDIA FOUND 
VERY DIEEICULT TO ACCEPT. 

2. SPEAKING TO THE LOK SAB HA JAN. 9, DEPUTY EONMIN B.P. 

DAS SAID THAT INDIA WAS WATCHING DEVELOPMENTS AND THE OUT- 
COME OF THE OAU CONFERENCE BEFORE CONSIDERING THE QUESTION 
OE RECOGNIZING THE ANGOLAN GOVT. 

3. YUGOSLAV CHARGE TOLD EMBOEE TODAY THAT GOI HAD BEEN 
UNDER VERY HEAVY PRESSURE EROM MANY NON-ALIGNED STATES TO 
RECOGNIZE MPLA AND HE EELT IT WAS VERY LIKELY GOI WOULD DO 
SO ALTER OAU MEETING EVEN IE NO CLEAR CONSENSUS REACHED IN 
VIEW OE RECOGNITION OE MPLA BY OVER HALE OE OAU MEMBERS. 

HE ARGUED THAT GOI RECOGNITION WOULD BE RESULT OE INTENSE 
EEEORTS BY OTHER NON-ALIGNED. HE THOUGHT SOVIET INVOLVEMENT 
HAD, IE ANYTHING, ACTED TO INHIBIT GOI RECOGNITION OF MPLA. 

4. COMMENT: CHA VAN'S REMARKS SUGGEST INDIANS MAY STILL BE 
UNDECIDED ON RECOGNITION IE OAU CONSENSUS NOT REACHED. WE 
BELIEVE THERE IS LITTLE PROSPECT OE INDIANS HOLDING BACK 

IE OAU TAKES CLEARCUT POSITION, OR OF OUR BEING ABLE TO 
OEFER ANY ARGUMENTS WHICH WOULD BE EEEECTIVE IN FACE OE 
SUCH A EVELOPMENT. WE WILL, HOWEVER, CONTINUE TO PRESS 
GOI OFEICIALS STRONGLY TO WITHHOLD RECOGNITION, PARTICU- 
LARLY IF AFRICAN STATES THEMSELVES ARE UNABLE TO REACH 
AGREEMENT ON THE SUBJECT. 
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